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A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Greetings delegates! 

I am super honored (and excited!) to be directing this year’s International 
Press Corps, and I hope all of you are ready to match our enthusiasm in 
committee. I started MUNing in 8th grade, and while I feel that other 
committee experiences are rewarding, I find that the IPC gives the 
journalists more freedom to be expressive, creative, and unique in their 
opinion.  In other committees, delegates must adhere to the foreign policy 
of their given countries; in the IPC, though you represent a news agency, the 
work you produce is all your own.  The opportunity to debate acts as a 
stimulus for further work, and the challenge of submitting quality work 
within the deadline keeps the experience exciting, not to mention the fact 
that you are a first hand spectator to ALL of the drama in your assigned 
committee. 
 
There are many things expected of a Press delegate. In many ways it is 

more 
challenging than a regular delegate: you must be extremely well researched 
about your committee, about your own agenda, and the views and styles of 
your news agency. You need to be able to think on your feet, be sharp and 
prepared when asking delegates questions, and you need to be able  
to write high quality reports in the assigned time.  Most importantly,  
 you need to be driven to uncover the truth, whether it be in your 
 debate, questions, or written work, because that is the real reason why  
we have the Press: to hold everyone else accountable to their words.  
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The media’s job is to investigate, question, expose, inform, evaluate, 
 educate, and promote the truth, whether it be for or against  
 the government, politicians, social institutions, wealthy corporations,  
the common man, famous personalities, activists, other media agencies,  
you name it and the press covers it. As journalists of news agencies 
 around the world, we hold you to their standard of reporting, drive,  
and professionalism. 
 
This sounds difficult, and it is. However, don’t worry about 
 making mistakes; the IPC is very forgiving. We aren’t looking for the  
next Shakespeare here, just engaging and understandable writing.  
A hallmark of good media is that it can be consumed by anyone; so 
 keep your work simple, concise, and true to the values you and your  
news agencies hold dear.  
 
My main advice to you would be to start smart: research effectively  
and write freely during committee sessions - it is much much much easier 
 to edit all of your thoughts than it is to write with a bunch of information  
in your head and five minutes left till the deadline. Don’t be afraid to 
 push yourselves and take risks!  There are no boundaries in Press.  
 
Take this opportunity to make yourselves heard.  
 
Good luck delegates! I hope this experience challenges and invigorates you. 
 
Ananya Vepa 
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Director of the International Press Corps 
 
 

Manas Singh Bhati             Ananya Vepa                  Shashwat Bansal  
  Assistant Director                       Director                           Assistant Director 
 
 

Committee Overview - What does Press do? 
 
So you know that Press is important. But what do you actually do during 
committee? Journalists don’t take part in formal debate; you are simply 
observers. First, you will be assigned a news agency. You are expected to 
write certain pieces from the perspective of that news agency. You will also 
be assigned a committee prior to the conference and you will have to 
research on the agenda of that committee. 
 
For example, say you are assigned Reuters news agency and DISEC as the 
committee you report on, with the agenda Religious Terrorism in the  
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Middle East. You are expected to research on the various sub agendas in 
this 

topic, using the DISEC’s topic summary and independent research to report 
and ask questions more effectively. You would also have to report with the 
perspective and style of Reuters, for example their policy of objective 
language, including not using the word “terrorist”. 
 
The journalist would be expected to ask questions related to the agenda of 
the committee, as well as certain controversial foreign policies for some 
countries. You can pass chits to delegates during moderated caucuses to 
ask them questions and get quotes for your articles. This is allowed outside 
of committee as well. Press reporters are not supposed to misuse this 
privilege. You are allowed to  directly approach delegates to interview them 
during unmoderated caucuses. Be sure to pick delegates that are active in 
debate, have a controversial/different stance, or have raised a unique point. 
 
During committee sessions, you are expected to write your submissions 
which you  send in at the end of that session. 
 
Press members are allowed to bring laptops and cameras. You can use the 
internet to find information and facts; however you are not allowed to 
provide information to other delegates. 
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Submissions 
 
Journalists will be assigned a committee to cover and report on prior to the 
conference. Each journalist is required to submit a minimum of one 
submission - a report, opinion piece, or a profile piece - per session related 
to the committee that they are assigned. We expect submissions to be 
timely, so please adhere to the time limit! Each submission should be about 
300 to 600 words, but we advise you to prioritize quality over quantity in 
your writing. Each news report must have a title and a by-line containing 
the reporter’s name, school, and agency.  
 
Three mandatory submission types are elaborated on below, but we also 
accept any other kind of submissions which will be counted as extra work  - 
in the past we’ve received poems, elaborative essays, and even a Buzzfeed 
quiz! 
 
Reports 
 
Reports detail the proceedings and occurrences of the committee. While 
they will be based on the developments in committee, these reports 
shouldn’t be simple summaries of the proceedings. They should echo the 
editorial, political perspectives and biases of the assigned news agency.  
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Opinion pieces 
 
Opinion pieces are reports that include the perspectives and opinions the 
journalists have on committee proceedings, members of the committee, 
their policies, their political views, topics touched upon by the delegates, 
etc. A good opinion piece will be a thorough analysis of the happenings of 
the topic you’ve chosen, including facts and statistical evidence, along with 
your own opinions and biases.  
 
 
Profile pieces 
 
A profile piece is a report that combines quotes from an interview along 
with the journalist’s own perspective to create a profile of the person(s) 
being interviewed. The questions are to be made by the journalists 
themselves and should be related to the agenda of the committee. This 
interview shouldn’t be done during committee hours, as that would disrupt 
the committee. We expect a minimum of one profile piece per journalist. 
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Press Conferences 
 
Press conferences are one of the most exciting parts of being a reporter.  
They offer an opportunity for journalists to ask direct questions to any 
delegate(s) about anything from the points they have brought out in 
committee to their foreign policy. The press director/assistant directors 

can 
suspend formal debate to allow the reporters to question delegates in front 
of their committee. There will be at least two press conferences throughout 
the whole conference. 
 
Reporters are advised to ask questions related to the discussion and events 
in the committee and to pose these questions to the confident, more 
controversial delegates and countries. The press has a reputation of being 
ruthless during press conferences, and while we would like our reporters to 
be confident when questioning, keep in mind that a level of respect must be 
maintained. The ultimate goal of the press conference is to bring out the 
truth and more clarity on the events in committee, not to humiliate or make 
fun of  other delegates. 

Press Debates 
 
We hope to make this edition of the International Press Corps a unique one, 
which provides reporters with a stimulating environment and an exciting 
opportunity to engage in Model United Nation style debate. There will be a 
maximum of two sessions spent on an extensive debate in the press room 
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over the course of the conference.  
 
Journalists  are expected to come well-researched and prepared for the 
agenda. They will represent their various news agencies perspectives and 
biases. Please note that this debate session will have the same Rules of 
Procedure as a conventional UN committee. We expect a standard 
resolution to be written and drafted by the reporters at the end of the 
debates. A pre-summit report related to the agenda is expected.  
 

Questions a Resolution Must Answer 
 
Our agenda for INMUN’19 is How can the Censor Board of Film Certification 
(CBFC) be reformed so as to carry out its function in a way that reflects the 
moral sensibilities of today’s India. The topic is elaborated on in the Topic 
Summary. We expect the following questions to be answered in the 
resolution: 

● Does the CBFC rulings infringe on the freedom of speech, thought, 
and creative process of those involved in the film, and if so how can 
that be changed? 

● Should the CBFC remain a government controlled institution? 
● Should films be banned entirely and are there alternate solutions to 

banning? 
● Should previously banned films be reevaluated and released? 
● Should the CBFC rating criteria be expanded to better accommodate 

the variety of films evaluated by the CBFC? 
● Does the moral police have a say in censorship, and if so, should that 

continue?  
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How to write your Pre Summit Report: 

Prior to the conference, journalists are expected to write a Pre-Summit Report. 

This report requires the journalist to give us their own opinion on the agenda 

mentioned above in their own writing style;2 for the Pre-Summit Report, they 

will not have to echo the voice of their news agency. You can call it a Position 

Paper, but a Pre-Summit Report is more formal. We expect our journalists to 

submit a Pre Summit Report of no less than 400 words. The report must have a 

title and a by-line containing the journalist’s name, school, and agency, 

committee and date. 

 Before writing your Pre-Summit Report, read about the agenda thoroughly,  

look at the Background Guide and the Topic Area Summary to get a good sense 

 of the topic as this should also help you get started on the preliminary  

research required for your Pre Summit Report.  
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Guidelines 

● All submissions must be titled in the following format: ‘News 
agency_Session number’. For example, ‘Reuters_session 2’.  

● Do not plagiarise any of your work. We will catch you if you do. 
● When doing research, make sure to gather information from a variety of            

sources with different biases and points of view. 
● Do come well researched and prepared for the sessions, as this will help             

debate flow smoother and make it enjoyable for all.  
● Please ensure, that any quote which the press member wishes to publish,            

must not have been expunged by the EB in that committee. If the             
quote is found to have been published even after their disapproval, that            
press member, won’t be allowed to submit a report for that session. (An             
expunction is the deletion of words, phrases or expressions from the           
proceedings or records of Committee by an order of the EB for being             
defamatory or indecent or unparliamentary or undignified.) 

● Remember to bring out your newspaper style and political view during           
reports. Be well versed with your news agency’s writing style,          
vocabulary choice, political leanings, etc.  

● Wherever possible, try to bring out unconventional and unique         
perspectives in your written pieces. However, these must be backed up           
by evidence.  

● Straying too far from your news agency’s stance is not advised; it does             
not bode well for journalists to not know their agency and will result in              
poorer performance during sessions.  

● Do not target the weak delegates in press conferences - try to question             
the stronger ones who are bringing out more points. 
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● Always maintain professionalism and courtesy during press conferences        
- refrain from insulting the delegate and raising your voice, etc. 

● Though an internet connection will be provided, it would be wise to            
carry a flash drive, as large transfers of data would be slow over the              
internet.  

● It is also advisable to carry your own Wifi router, dongle, or have             
additional mobile data as though we will be providing internet,          
there is a possibility of a slow connection due to large numbers            
accessing it. 

Closing Remarks 
 
Delegates, we hope this background guide has been helpful. If you have            
any queries, feel free to contact us at any time. Our email IDs are: 
 
Ananya: ananya.smileyface@gmail.com 
Manas: manasbhati24@gmail.com 
Shashwat: bansal.shashwat25@gmail.com 
 
We look forward to providing you with an amazing experience. Good           
luck!  
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