
	

	

	

	

SOUTH	CHINA	SEA	
 
Why is the South China Sea a pressing and worthy topic to be discussed in the Security 
Council? 
 
“Paradoxically, if the postmodern age is dominated by globalization, then everything that 
supports globalization, becomes fraught with competition.” -Geoffrey Till 
      
Since the beginnings of the Second World War, the South China Sea has been a territorial 
region of heated debate between Southeast Asian powers looking to defend their interests, 
financially or politically. Under territorial claims from various nations such as the People’s 
Republic of China, Indonesia, and Taiwan, among several others, the Sea has often been one 
of the focal points of Eastern belligerence as recently as the previous year. While ASEAN has 
taken steps to ensure that these significant territorial altercations do not escalate into armed 
conflict, many smaller states and even external powers have asserted their misgivings over 
unchallenged Chinese development in the area. The sea carries strategic importance as nearly 
half (around a third) of the world's shipping passes through it, estimated to be over $5 trillion 
worth of trade passing through the sea every year. It contains fisheries, which are crucial for 
the food of millions in Asia. Primarily, however, huge energy (oil and gas) reserves are believed 
to lie beneath its waters. A government-owned Chinese firm actually put the figure closer to 
125 billion barrels of oil and 500 trillion cubic feet of natural gas in certain untouched areas. 
      
International law states that every country has sovereignty up to 12 nautical miles from its coast 
and can claim an area extending up to 200 nautical miles for economic activities like fishing. 
Beijing claims to own what it calls its ‘historic line’, that is, the center of the South China Sea 
in a grand loop — the ‘cow’s tongue’ as the loop is called — surrounding these islands from 
China’s Hainan Island to near Singapore and Malaysia. The result is that all of these smaller 
states are powerless against China and dependent upon the United States for diplomatic and 
military backing. The line proposed by the Chinese government reaches as far as 1,200 miles 
from the south of the Chinese mainland, but it is less than 200 miles away from some of the 
coasts of Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam. Nearly 3 years ago, an international tribunal 
ruled against the proposed Chinese borders, saying it has no basis for the large claims. That 
decision was “legally binding”, but much about the enforcement is unknown. Many in the 
region welcomed the news, but the Chinese government has ignored the statement and has 
continued to operate freely in the region. Construction (of artificial islands etc.), drilling, and 
other activities have since been flourishing. 
      
Overall, the situation is evidently dire and steps must be taken to ensure the peace and respect 
the claims and sovereignty of the nations involved. The ever-changing geopolitical scenario 
surrounding this conflict and the potential formation of multiple specific ‘blocs’ make it ideal 
to be discussed in the Security Council.  
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